
Test Format  Potential Benefits  Potential Limitations  
In-School 
Pencil/Paper Exam  

• Provide a test setting that students are 
most familiar with; students may return to 
previous questions on exam; and least likely to 
have complications with submitting 
exam in person  
• In-person testing administrator for 
additional test logistic support  
• If schools must close for safety 
reasons, campuses can authorize students to 
take exams during at-home digital exam.   
  

• Because it will be the first administered 
exam date for the course, the student will have 
less time to prepare than at-home digital options  

Digital Exam   • Allows for additional time to prepare  
• 2021 AP digital exams have been 
designed with security in mind. Digital exams 
will not include questions that can be answered 
with internet searches, textbooks, notes, study 
guides, or similar material, it will include security 
features to prevent students from collaborating, 
accessing unauthorized aids, or attempting to 
have someone else test for the, and be reviewed 
with plagiarism detection software and other 
monitors and post-exam analyses for detecting 
exam violations.   
• Digital exams will be accessible to 
students with disabilities who are approved for 
testing accommodations. Detailed information 
about accommodations for digital exams will be 
available in early March.  
  
  
  

• Students will not have the ability to go 
back to previous questions; must provide a final 
answer to the question at time it is asked.  
• Concerns always exist with submitting 
work digitally- risk of power or internet failure  
• Exam start time will need to be adjusted 
to Eastern Time zone.  
• Because the full-length digital AP Exams 
require typewritten responses in the free-
response section, the exams can’t be taken on 
smartphones or tablets. Laptops and desktop 
computers are the sole format.  
• For Chemistry, Physics, Calculus and 
Statistics: the exam could require the use of 
symbols in student responses that are not located 
on a traditional keyboard and will 
require locating the symbol within the exam 
application to input.   

  
For Administration Window 2:  
• Only allows for 1 additional make-up for 
conflicts or disruptions   
• Could potentially conflict with FBISD 
senior activities (see campus calendar for more 
information)  
  
For Administration Window 3:  
• Does not allow for additional make-
up dates for conflicts or disruptions  
• Conflicts with FBISD final exam schedule, 
graduations ceremonies, and extends into 
summer break.  

  
 


